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BATTALION 86 

“And The Spirit Survives” 



Debut release with 14 tracks of hardstreetpunk/oi from Ricmond, Virginia 
Similar to Codemned 84, 4-Skins and old Agnostic Front 
Constantly touring the East Coast and soon attacking the rest of the States 
AVAILABLE FOR $11PPD US and $13PPD REST OF WORLD 

From 

REALITY CLASH RECORDS P.O. BOX 491, DANA POINT, CA 92629-0491 USA 


www.reaiityclash.com 



www.skinheads.net/Battalion86 


ALSO AVAILABLE:VANILLA MUFFINS “THE POWER OF SUGAR 01!” CD $11US/$13R0W 
COMING SOON: TERMINUS CITY CDEP, DEAD EMPTY PIC DISC 10”, THE KNOCKDOWNS 








532 Adams Street #191 Milton, MA 02186 
www.angelfire.com/punk2/patriots 
email: prideandhonor@email.com 

Well issue #2 is out. Thanks to EVERYBODY for all the great support I got for the first 
issue. You find out fast who your friends are when you do something that goes against 
the grain of the so-called scene. The main goals of this zine is to get people to think, 
and not to accept something simply because other bands or zines espouse it 
It's okay to listen to punk/oi/hardcore and maintain your patriotism. Degrading our 
great nation is a VERY common trait of many bands. So are lyrics pertaining to drinking, 
fighting, and soccer chants. Many so called "Skinheads" are actually punks wearing 
skinhead regalia. During the 1980s American Skins/Punks were influenced by bands like 
Agnostic Front, Murphy's Law, Slapshot, SSD, the FUs, CroMags and U.S. Chaos. These 
bands sang about issues pertaining to everyday life. The majority of skins/punks today 
seem to be influenced by English Soccer and Irish Drinking tales. 

I"M AN AMERICAN! STAND TALL & I'M PROUD! 

Listen, my Patriotism does not mean I think other countries and places are shit. I love 
Europe. It's home to both my ancestors and lots of good friends. I just think its fucked 
when an American $ays"i'm Irish, I'm Italian, I'm African American, I'm Polish-American, 
etc. Next time your hear an American say "I'm French." Ask them who the Prime Minister 
of France is. 99 out of 100 won't know. We are Americans and it's time we become 
proud of our country and culture. America, the first country to always help others in time 
of disaster. America the one country EVERYBODY comes to make a nice living. Yeah we 
have our problems like everyone else. But until the day when more people are leaving 
the USA than coming in, I will always believe that this is a great country. As long as you 
are a hard working, grateful, law abiding citizen, thats all that counts. 

Congrats to George W. on a well stolen election. Hey Al if you can't win your OWN 
state, you don't deserve to be President! When Bush gets the school voucher program 
enacted, I'd like to take the first one and stick it down Gore's throat while saying,"This 
is what you get when you deny Americans good education, you teachers union whore!" 
What a time for a moderate Republican to be taking over. Fuck Bush, Fuck Gore. Fuck 
Nader. Next election Vote Libertarian. Its the only Party that supports True Freedom. I 
will always vote Libertarian. Well, until Powell or Schwarzkopff run for President! HAHA- 
HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHHA 

m mm me wife Cathryn, KB Hall, Big At,the fine folks® realskinheads.net, 
Brad,Chris.Alex,Greg from Battalion 86 (stay strong), Ethan (Reality Clash), the Knockdowns, Dave Dictor, 
Joe Hiles, Brock (United & Strong), the Steeltown Pubsters, Skully(U.S.CHAOS), Ryan (Fierce Intentions), 
Stach and the Rapes, Luchaporn, United & Pissed, and all Patriotic punks, and skins. 






HOlr' It’ELL 00 YOU KM0V.' THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES? 

(answers below) 

A. Amendment _____ 

“ Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted... “ 

B. Amendment ______ 

“ In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 
public trial...” 

C. Amendment _____ 

This amendment pertains to freedom of speech, religion and the right to 
assemble. 

D. Amendment ______ 

This amendment outlaws slavery and involuntary servitude 

E. Amendment_ 

This disallows using race as a condition to vote 

F. Amendment _____ 

The Right to bear arms 

G. Amendment _______ 

The prohibition of alcohol 

H. Amendment_ 

The Right of Congress to collect and impose taxes 

I. Amendment_ 

This gave women the Right to vote 

J. Amendment_ 

This allowed citizens, of the age eighteen, to vote 
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M.O.C. 


Dave Dictor was always somebody that 
pushed my buttons. Back in the eighties 
I considered him one of those liberal- 
leftist do-gooders who didn’t know jack 
squat about what it was like to struggle 
from week to week. I figured M.D.C. 
were the typical anti-U.S. punk band, 
always blaming the United States for 
every ill of society. 

I lumped Dave in with the Dead 
Kennedys, Maximum RockNRoll, Crass, 
and all the rest of the leftist global 



political bullshit. These people were 
more concerned with their pet little 
causes like Mumia Abu Jamal, the 
Dalahi Lama, and communist rebels in 
third world nations than hard working 
law abiding people like me, or at least I 
thought. 

Forward to 2000. I read a few of Dave’s 
columns in MRR. I can’t explain it, but 
I had some sort of epiphany. All of a 
sudden the differences between Dave 
and myself became insignificant. 

I could relate to Dave’s tales of strug¬ 
gle. A realization came to me, Dave 
and I had far more in common than we 
did differences. How do I explain it? I 
mean our politics haven’t changed, I’m 
still a patriotic, conservative American. 
Maybe our age has something to do 
with it. Dave is 45, I’m 35. We’ve both 
been through a lot. It’s funny how 
decade long drug and alcohol induced 
hazes have a way of making you appre¬ 
ciate people when you finally snap out 
of it. 

Anyway, I got in touch with Dave, we 
exchanged correspondence and in 
December I finally met him personally. 
What a fucking maniac he is. One of 
the most genuine, remorseful, humble, 
and thought provoking individuals I 
have ever met. Sure Dave has had his 
ups and downs over the years. But I 
say he is none worse for the wear. 
Although our politics are at different 
ends of the spectrum, I feel we have a 
lot in common. Watching people around 
us either self destruct, or give up the 
“punk” attitude are just a couple of 
similarities. At the age of 45 years 
young and with a tempered, new laid 
back approach, Dave and M.D.C. are 
ready to fight the fight in the new mil¬ 
lennium. 

Interview was done December 21, 2000 






















@ the MiddleEast in Cambridge, 

Dave what keeps you going after all 
these years? 

Well there’s nothing to do with this 
squirrely little fucking life of ours. If 
you want to dry up and just fade away, 
and settle for an average fucking job. 
Thats what this whole thing is about, 
whether it’s SS Decontrol or the 
Misfits. This is all about doing some* 
thing with your life. I was talking about 
this very thing with the guys on the way 
here. Where are all those people who 
were in bands? I mean they just disap* 
peared. 

If I wasn’t doing this I’d be strumming 
a folk guitar or throwing paint at a 
wall. 

Doing something with my fucking life. 

As long as it has a hard edge, a posi¬ 
tive edge. 

How do you think you’ve changed the 
last 15 years? 

I’m smarter. You get wiser, you really fucking do. You 
learn from your mistakes. For me in the beginning, we 
thought we were going to change the world. We were 
going to save the whales. We were going to rock 
Reagan out of office. Now I just get gratification know¬ 
ing I have a platform. Do my thing and say it. If I can 
make a few other people feel less trapped and 
oppressed or fucked over by what’s going on. You 
know what else has changed? My conquer-the-world, 
naiveness has been replaced by I’m just doing it to 
create shit because there is nothing else. 

Did the Millions of Dead Cops thing 
cause any friction within your family 
due to the fact your brother is a law 
enforcement officer? 

You’re talking about my brother Roger. He used to 
come to punk rock shows in uniform. He used to bust 
peoples balls. They couldn’t figure out what was a cop 
doing hanging out with Millions of Dead Cops. We’re 
brothers through and through. In the locker room when 
five guys were going to knuckle me, he would stand 
with me and we would fight it out. For him being a cop 
is his way of doing what he feels to need to do with his 
life. It makes him feel good, protecting people. He had 
his picture in the Daily News for delivering a baby. He 
was almost like a Serpico cop (If you don’t know what 
that is go rent the moviel-Johnny) on a drug bust and 
he was almost blown away. But he’s very skeptical 


about the system. He’s not your Johnny Go Go cop, 
he’s ready to retire. He’s very cynical about it all. He’s seen it 
all. He’ll tell you about all the assholes, the officers that were 
over him. Biggest scumbags! Hey we’re both human beings 
and we just accept each other. Roger was the kind of brother 
that when I came to town, he would lend me his car. I have 
brothers that work in health food stores. They wouldn’t lend 
me their fuckin’ car! We have a lot of trust. My brother Roger is 
a great guy. 

Don’t you see the hypocrisy though or 
potential for people to take Millions 
of Dead Cops as a lightening rod to 
provoke violence towards police offi¬ 
cers ? 

MDC were never about fighting cops, or killing cops. We were 
more about fighting the system, the system that perpetrated El 
Salvador, that perpetrated unfairness in our society. Cops are 
just Joe Blows in uniform. 

They’re not making that much money either. Hey there are a 
lot of things I don’t like about cops. My brother respects that. 

He would also bust my balls. 

What are basing you lyrics on now? 

You know whatever creeps in my head. I feel the enviorment 
is fucked up. I really get pained by that. I don’t know how peo¬ 
ple can keep consuming. Burning the ozone off. It freaks me 
out how they’re chopping down all the forests. The’re killing off 
a lot of animals. One thing I’ve never liked is working for a 
boss. I feel you lose your individually. Like my parents are still 
asking me when are you going to quit this stuff. He/s its my 
soul. 

Back in the eighties your were the 
bastion of the left , lumped in with 
Maximum RocknRoll and the Dead 
Kennedys, and yet you grew up and 
hung around with people from all 
walks of life . 

Yeah, I had a lot of friends who weren’t PC and some of the 
people you mentioned couldn’t understand why I would hang 
out with fuck ups and people like that. But hey, I never put a lot 
of value or trust into people’s political leanings. To me it was 
more about trust and loyalty. I got fed up with that whole thing. 
Oh you sell your CD for $7 instead of $6. Fuck that. All that 
peer pressure shit. Always on edge because so and so might 
think one thing. Fuck that. The political left scene can really be 
obnoxious. People have to be individuals, don’t follow others. 
Left, Right, whatever. Be an individual. Love yourself, be 
unique, I don’t like any crowd that people are trying to fit into 
for social or political reasons. I myself don’t eat meat. But I 
don’t carry it around like a dogma. 







Who do you listen to now? 

I like Toxic Narcotic, I like REACT, I like New York bands(me too, but the Yankees suck-Johnny). I like 
Anal Cunt, SpiderCunts, Defiance. I don’t like Bad Religion, or Green Day. I like bands that are passionate 
Dave what do you see as the biggest difference between now and 1984? 

Everything is so labeled and subdivided over and over. I mean back then, people like you and I might have had two 
totally opposite opinions but we still felt the same. We weren’t that different. Now everyhting has a fucking label. 
The old days were about having fun. Lot more emphasis on peer groups and who’s the coolest or toughest now. 
One last thing , any regrets? 

I wouldn’t have done so much speed. I wasted a lot of my time on drugs. But you can’t control that, we are who we 
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A Tribute to: 


u.s. CHAOS 


The band that smashes stereotypes. The band that doesn't give a fuck. The band that makes 
you re-evaluate your idea of what punk is. The band that doesn't give a fuck.The band that 
isn't afraid to say they are Americans. The band that doesn't give a fuck. 

So what are you waiting for? 

U.S. CHAOS - Complete Chaos - Anthology 

GMM. Records 
RO. BOX #140 
ATLANTA, GA 30333 
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This ad paid for by the Committee to Make Things Right! 

(GMM Records and U.S. CHAOS have nothing to do with this ad) 













KEEPING INFORMED 

For those of you who are interested in real working class politics you could do no better 
than reading John Leo’s column which appears monthly in U.S. NEWS & WORLD 
REPORT. I have yet to read a column that has as many similar opinions in which I hold. 
Leo is a sensible, non-partisan writer who points out the hypocrisies of the Liberal 
Democrats. He does not spare the Republicans, Conservatives, or Nader people either. 
He really batters the Democrats on reverse racism and affirmative action. In addition he 
lets the Right hear it as well about their Conservative agenda when warrented. 

Another phenomenal political analyst is radio talk show host Jay Severin. A long time 
Washington insider who became sick of the whole system, registered as a Libertarian, 
and came out with his opinion cannons blazing. Jay is brutally honest. His oratal skills 
are unmatched and he handidly outwits all the Boston Liberals Democrats who call his 
show. Being a Libertarian in Boston sounds like an unwinnable battle. But Jay has 
NEVER failed to slay the Massachusetts Liberal beast when the oppurtunity arises. 
While other talk radio programs deliver “easy listening” to audiences, Jay Severin brings 
rock ‘n’ roll to the talk radio scene. 

His show is on weekdays, from 3-7 p.m,, Severin brings “Extreme Games,” to 96.9 FM 
Talk to discuss more than politics - from Jimi Hendrix, dogs and surfing one minute, to 
a debate on men versus women then next. Severin describes his political beliefs as “lib¬ 
ertarian/libertine.” 

“I promise you one thing,” Severin continues. “Nobody is ever going to confuse us with 
any other radio show on the dial.” 

In addition to his daily “Extreme Games,” on 96.9 FM Talk, Severin is associated with 
NBC News, appearing regularly as a MSNBC political analyst. Severin also frequents 
The News with Brian Williams, he is a featured columnist on MSNBC.com and has 
served as an American political correspondent for the BBC. 

Severin’s other media appearances include: NBC Nightly News, CNBC, ABC News, CBS 
News, CNN, PBS, FOX News Channel, Nightline, Politically Incorrect, Time, Business 
Week, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report, The New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, and more. As a national political advisor and critic, Severin is a veteran of more 
than 100 major campaigns for President, Governor, the Senate and the House. 






I am Thankful To Be An 

American 

I am thankful to be an American, 

To live in the greatest land of all. 

In a nation blessed, it’s the very best, 

I can stand with my head up tall. 

I am thankful to be an American, 

To be born in a land that’s free. 

I am thankful to God for allowing me to 

be, 

n American. 

Author Unknown 

. 

















TOP 25 RECORDS OF ALL TIME 


1. Cock SParrer - Shock Troops 

There isn't a close second! By far the GREATEST oi album ever made. Absolutely perfect guitar chords, 
the tightest rhythms, and gutsy vocals. There have never been songs written better that capture the poli¬ 
tics and struggles of working class anast. No revolutionary idealism, no right wing rhetoric, no misguid¬ 
ed leftist ideology. Just true working class struggles. Actually I believe this is the greatest musical 
recording of all time. 

2. Skrewdriyer - Hail The New Dawn 

I don't agree with the message,(obviously, given the racial makeup of my family) but you cannot deny 
that the music is powerful and hypnotic. I absolutely abhor racist ideology. This doesn't hide the fact that 
the songs on this record blows me away with its convictions. The music reaches out and grabs you from 
the start of the opening guitar riffs . Yes most of the ideology is wrong, but this is a music review, and 
I'll P ut politics aside (only for this list), this is one of the greatest! Definitely not for everyone. 

3. Notorious fi./.G. - Ready to Die 

This is not a record, this is an audio documentary of what it's like to grow up on the Biggie's crime rid¬ 
den, crack infested streets of Brooklyn. Listen closely to the Lyrics, You can easily visualize what the late 
Christopher Wallace was rapaing about. This is the closest you will ever get to the streets of Brooklyn 
without actually ever being there. I dare you to listen to "Machine Gun Funk" and try to keep your head 
from bobbing. The greatest Hip/Hop album ever. 

4. U 1 S_ l _CHAOS - Message of Love 

I know a similar opinion is already located in this issue, but I feel U.S. CHAOS deserves all the props 
they can get. During my younger days, this was the ONLY American punk band whose lyrics I could 
relate to personally.(another American band that writes anything near these great lyrics is Battalion 86) 
GET THIS CD NOW from gmmrecords.com! 

5. SSD - Get It Away 

The first RECORD that made me proud to be a Bostonian (the first SONG that gave my a sense of pride 
was an old song called"Southie Is My Hometown") Classic Boston sound. It's powerful straight-edge 
lyrics combined with total sonic annihilation. Do you know all those really good hardcore bands that are 
out now. Well this disk is where a lot of bands drew their influence. The opening guitar riffs on "Glue" 
still raise the hair on the back of my neck! 

6. N.W.A - Straight Outta' Compton 

The CD that started the gangsta rap genre. Powerful stuff here. 5 angry gang bangers with micro¬ 
phones. If you can't get pumped up after listening to this disk, check your pulse. Ice Cube, Dr. Dre, Eazy- 
E, Yella, and MC Ren scared the shit out of a lot of people with this classic. 

7. The Proletariat - Soma Holiday 

I should really hate this recording based on lyrics alone. But the whole element of these songs is out¬ 
standing. The raw, 3 chord guitar is exceptional and the revolutionary lyrics are honest and hypnotic. 

The Proletariat preach leftist idealism, but they mean it. Not some trendy come lately punk band. These 
guys were doing these songs back in the days of the somewhat fascist days of the Boston Crew (1983). 
The courage of the Proletariat is enough to warrant a high ranking on my list. 


8. The Beatles - Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band 
The greatest mainstream rock band of all time. 'Nuff said 













9. Black Flag - Everything Went Black 

For me this was my blueprint of the Left Coast punk/HC scene. These discs are more like 
audio history discs than anything else. You can almost smell the suntan lotion at Redondo 
Beach. Lots of honest angst and misery here. 

10. DYS - Brotherhood 

These guys, along with SSD, were the Tag Team Champions of the Hardcore scene. You want 
songs of straight edge unity and powerful fist-in-your-face-attitude? Look no further. These 
guys were such an influence in Boston, most kids in Boston weren't punk rockers, but Boston 
Crew. 

7 J. V/A - This is Boston, Not L.A. 

What can I say? Sure a little hometown bias, but this is probably the GREATEST compilation of 
HC/Punk ever. Jerry's Kids, Gang Green, The FUs, the Proletariat, and other Boston favorites 
The only other compilation that even comes close is... 

12. V/A - Flex Your Head 

Not as in your face as " This is Boston...", and way too much leftist bullshit ( given the prox¬ 
imity to the Capital, not too surprising) but still some stellar recordings here. 

13. Minor Threat - Out of Step EP 

One of the greatest American hardcore bands! Comprehendable vocals, distinct riffs, well 
thought lyrics, and a powerful presence. Along with Iron Cross, probably the biggest influ¬ 
ence on tne original Boston Hardcore. 

1 A. The Sex Pistols - Never Mind the Bullocks ... 

The album that started it all. 


and the rest of the bunch 

1 5. The Exploited - Death Before Dishonor 

16. House of Pain - House of Pain 

17. Metallica - Ride the Lightening 

18. AC/DC - Powerage 

19. Beastie Boys - License to ILL 

20. Cro-Mags - Age of Quarrel 

2 1 . Agnostoc Front - Victims in Pain 

22. The Clash - The Clash 

23. Dr. Dre - The Chronic 

24. The Outlets - Whole New World 


25. Everlast - Whitey Ford Sings the Blues 

























PUBSIERS 















PITTSBURGH. PA 


I always like new music Once in a while I try to give some exposure to newer bands in my mea¬ 
ger litle zine. One of the problems with a lot of the younger bands is what they feel is the need to 
growl the lyrics in a British accent. GGGGGRRRRR Another Beef? A lot of theses newer bands are 
poor musically. 

Enter the Steeltown Pubsters. I found them on a webring that PRIDE and HONOR is part of. 
When I first saw their site, I didn t think much because of the glut of skin/street punk bands on the 
Internet. After listening to the MP3s on their site, I was very impressed with the songs that were 
available.Some serious potential here! 

First, their music is definitely in the right direction. No typical oi music here. Good American Rock 
n Roll. A lot of bands should heed the direction that the pubsters are taking musically. The produc¬ 
tion of the demo songs was excellent. The music was a refreshing blast of straight ahead rock n roll. 
What a concept huh? Skinheads with originality and good musicianship! Friends of mine have seen 
them live and have said they sound great live as well. 

Second, the vocals show some serious talent.There is a little bit of the standard fake British 
accent, but these guys actually SING most of their lyrics, which in this day and age is a fucking mira¬ 
cle. Hopefully the Pubsters will continue with this leap into originality and creativity. If you like great 
street rock n roll with articulate, audible lyrics, look no further. I can t wait to get my hands on the 
CD! 



LON COLLINS - SINGER 
SHAMS GAfiARO LEAKY - SINGER 

MIKE SMYERS - GUITAR 
TOM LEY - BASS 
CHRIS FREZE - DRUMS 


http://MLANSELFIIIE.COM/PA3/PASKINS 






Personally, I think this band has some of 
the best lyrical content of any American 
band right now. Three words to describe 
Battalion 86: 

Ballsy - Honest - Focused 

What’s the origin of the name Battalion 86? 

(Brad) When Chris and I first got this thing going a couple of 
years ago, we were known as Steel Toe Alarm Clock. After 
a while it got a little old, plus it was too damn long, so we 
got to thinking about something a little more serious. The 
Battalion is for us being united against a common foe, the 
status quo and the 86 is just that, 86 it, give it the boot. 
(Chris) Battalion 86 came from all of us sitting in the base¬ 
ment trying to figure out something better than S.T.A.C.. We 
needed the name change and the timing was good, {before 
our self-released EPJ.We break a lot of stereotypes of what 
a “current** oi band is supposed to sound like. 

Do the lyrics capture the attitude of everyone in the 
band or are they more or less your (Brad’s) personal 
beliefs? 

(Brad) We all pretty much feel the same way about things. 

I write the majority of the lyrics and of course the things that 
mean the most to me come out in em. Pride, not just in my 
country, but also in my family and friends, the things that are 
foremost on my mind and the things we see every day. 

(Greg) I can’t speak for they other guys but Brad’s lyrics have 
a great meaning to me and I fully agree with them. 



(Alex)-Mostly they reflect everyone’s beliefs. Half the time 
I can’t even hear Brad anyway, so he could be singing about how much he like 
lemurs for all I know. The only thing I don’t like is the line, “we need a stronger 
government” when we cover Rapist. 

(Chris) I’d like to believe we all fell the same. Its true Brad writes most of the 
lyrics, but we all have contributed one way or another. As far as being Patriotic, 
I believe Brad and I are a wee bit stronger in that belief than the others. But I 
wasn’t always that way, not until I met Brad. I learned a lot from him. 

Your patriotic lyrics are great, why do you believe that its acceptable 
within the “punk” scene for bands and zines to espouse anti-U.S.A. 
sentiments, but when some bands do have the balls to sing Patriotic 
songs, they are automatically assumed to be fascist? 

(Brad)-Well, punk has always been more left wing oriented.I think most of the 
Anti-USA stuff is more of people just following along with the trend. Most of em 
have no clue what they are talking about and are confused beyond all recogni¬ 
tion. They’re just doing what they read in a cd insert somewhere. They also 
don’t realize that the same country they are bashing is the one that gives them 
the freedom to do so. Fascist is a nice buzz word that gets thrown around by 
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people who have no idea what it means. I have to laugh 
when I’m told I can’t say something or do something or called 
a nazi or fascist by people who are acting more like a nazi or 
a fascist then me. It’s just great. Everyone is entitled to their 
own opinion, that’s what makes this a great place to live, but I 
think people are way too involved with politics. There’s noth¬ 
ing wrong with having fun. 

(Greg) Well it is the land of freedom so I guess they can do 
that but...if someone thinks we’re a fascist band cause of the 
lyrics fuck them they need to come to a show and look and at 
who’s in the band, cause with one look at us they’ll know that 
we are not a fascist band. 

(Alex) I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again, because people 
are stupid. Those kids that just go along with what other peo¬ 
ple say won’t be around the scene long enough for me to 
bother with them anyway. 

(Chris) I think that hating where you live is just the “cool” 
thing to do. A lot of kids are young and just don’t understand 
what went into this country to give them the right to go out 
and protest for this cause or that and not get executed. 
Unfortunately being Patriotic gets you ridicule, this is true. But 
if you think about it,people that know you know where you 
stand on this issue or that issue , so who cares? I don’t like 
being labeled anything, but it happens. 

What is the overall feel of your town’s scene? Is it recep¬ 
tive towards punk/skin shows? 

(Brad) There is a pretty decent punk/Oi! scene. We have 
about 15 Skins that live here and there are a few punks.The 
hardcore scene here is really strong and there are couple of 
good hardcore bands. However, there are far many more 
shitty bands than good bands. Everybody pretty much gets along really well and 
there usually isn’t much trouble. A typical audience at one of our shows would be 
made up of mainly skins and punks, a good number of hardcore kids and a few“nor- 
mal” types. 

(Greg) Richmond’s got a great scene. A small but, really tight family feel to it. 

These kids love their hardcore though. 

(Alex) Somewhat receptive. A lot of people around here are in to all sorts of differ¬ 
ent music. The biggest thing Richmond has going for it right now is hardcore and 
crust punk as I far as I can tell. 

(Chris) Richmond is a great place, but most of the punks here are all political. So 
they don’t come to many shows. The HC Kids come out a lot though and the shows 
here are generally fun. 

If you could change anything about our country, what would it be? 

(Brad) Put me in charge damnit! A smaller government would be nice, but I don’t 
see that happening. Stricter welfare programs to help weed out those that abuse the 
system. Stricter enforcement of existing laws. Get rid of the “make everyone happy” 
attitude. I’m tired of seeing programs and such geared towards bottom feeders. 














(Greg) It would have a fucking President by now! 

(Chris) I want a more functional immigration policy, I hate illegal aliens, and the green ones with the 
big eyes scare me. I would like to see Welfare through reform, making it more short term. (ANY¬ 
BODY can get a job within 2-3 months) and free health care would be nice. 

Where are your influences drawn from? I don’t mean just musically. What makes an 
impression on you enough to write about it in songs? Most of your lyrics have a real 
gritty working class feel to them. The songs are very believable, not like a lot of bands 
who give the feel that they are just going through the motions. 

(Brad)-Musically, it’s the old greats, Condemned 84, Combat 84 to Agnostic Front and 
Arresting Officers, there’s really too many to list. We all listen to a wide variety of music, 
which is nice because it helps us avoid falling into the generic Oil sound pit that a lot of bands 
head into. 

As for lyrics, most of the inspiration comes my my family and friends and what goes on around 
us. I think that working class feel comes from being raised that way. My parents didn’t have 
much money and from an early age I can remember my dad telling me to earn what I get and 
not to freeload. My parents instilled a strong work ethic in me. Plus having a wife and a baby 
on one salary (until recently that is, my wife just started working a few days a week so we can 
have enough to buy a house) doesn’t lend much to being anything but broke, so it’s something 
we live with every day. Everyone in the band pretty much does for themselves and gets by on 
what they make. 

(Greg) Well musically it’s Minor Threat, Guerilla Biscuits, Anti-Heroes, shutdown stuff like for 
me. As far as lyrics come to Richmond and you’ll understand why Brad’s lyrics seem true. 
Richmond is a working class town. 

(Alex) Well, I’ve only really contributed to the lyrics of one song (Us Against Them). Most of 
the shit I write about is heartbreak as that is where my life is at right now. But nobody wants 
to hear an Oi band whining about fuckin girls. 

(Chris) I guess for me influences are a day to day thing., I could just be listening to music at 
home, It could be someone hitting my dog in a Red Pathfinder, I go pick up the old geetar, and 
my style Is just there, I write that i know. I’ve tried to write song in a different style, not like our 
stuff and they just don’t have any drive. Musically,everything is an influence,from Santana to 
Arresting Officers. 

Do you think Battalion 86 is a band that will be around in 10 years? Or does 
the band have more of a short term, lets take it on a day-to-day-approach? 

(Brad) I hope so.This isn’t something that we’re just doing for a little while. We are all looking 
long-term and I think as long as things keep going as they are and it’s still a good time, then 
we’ll be here in 10 years. I’m going to need a tank of oxygen on stage with me in 10 years 
though. 

(Alex) When I first joined the band shortly after it was formed, I couldn’t even hold a beat, so I 
didn’t think I was gonna be around long. But the songs were, and still are, solid, and exactly 
what people needed. So yeah, I think we’ll still be going strong years from now. For some 
reason we don’t understand, people seem to like us. I’m pretty sure our upcoming full length 
(plug, plug) will also expand our fan base. 

(Chris) I’d like it to last as long as possible, but you never know. I'm sure we’ll still be kickin’ 
out shit for a long while to come....But I ain’t trying to be like the Rolling Stones ....They made 
a pact with the Devil and touring for Eternity is their living Hell.... and watching keith Richards 
age is painful for the entire world. 

Do any of the members of Battalion 86 have family members who are Military Veterans? I 
noticed a couple of songs about War Veterans . 





(Which is another great friggin’ cause!) 

(Brad) Oh yeah, my dad was in the Army and both Grandfathers were in WWII, one uncle who 
was in Vietnam and another uncle who was career Army. Vet’s issues are something that I feel 
strongly about as well. Shit, you’ve got guys who put their lives on the line for us, being shit 
on and left for dead, not to mention those that were left behind. We’ve got almost 2,000 
POW/MIA still unaccounted for in Vietnam and over 8,000 in Korea. Yes, they are all most like¬ 
ly dead, but that is no way to treat a soldier. Plus, those people have families that have had 
to deal with a big question for decades. 

(Greg) Well half my family are vets or were in the services at one point or another. 

(Alex) My grandpa worked a radio on a sub for years. My dad was also drafted during 
Vietnam, but he just kicked around Fort Dix. If I could, I’d snap my fingers and bring our boys 
home, but the best we can really do is try to raise awareness of what we owe our vets here 
and the ones still out there. I think we’re still planning on some sort of a POW/MIA fund raiser 
thing. 

(Chris) One of my Grandfathers was in Korea, but we never got along. And like everyone else 
in my age bracket, I KNew people who fought in Desert Storm. 

Will you introduce your child/children to the punk/skin atmosphere? What do you hope 
will be some of the more positive aspects the skin movement that your children come to 
know? 

(Brad) That’s already happening with me. My wife and I have a 1 M2 year old and since most 
of our friends are skins, he gets exposed to it almost every day. He is one of the few kids 
around who could say he was going to shows before he was born. He used to keep time to the 
music before he was born, so maybe he’ll be a drummer,who knows. Now, the kid can’t get 
enough. Last night he was singing(in babynese) along with Agnostic Front. For the more posi¬ 
tive aspects , it’s definitely the brotherhood/family side of things. When we had a kid, it was 
like everyone did too.If Drake wants to get into it when he’s older that’s fine, if not, that’s fine 
too. The important thing is he will have a strong upbringing and good values to base his deci¬ 
sions in life on, that’s more important than anything else. 

(Greg) I’m planning or it but you know kids always do the opposite of their parents so I’ll have 
to watch and make sure they’re not sneaking any Kenny G into the house. 

(Alex) Movement? But I just got here. No, but seriously folks. I love these kids to death, 
they’re my family. They will always be a part of my life, so I guess my kids will grow up seeing 
skins and punks and not even feel it’s odd in any way. Positive-wise, at least they will grow 
up with a good work ethic. 

(Chris) If I have kids, they can do whatever they want. I’ll let them know what I think is right 
and then they can make their own decisions. I think forcing anything on your kids is just a 
waste. You’ve got to make your own mistakes to find out who you are. My kid will be exposed 
to all types of people I’m sure. The skins that would interact with him, would all be good influ¬ 
ences (work ethic, family values,...). 

How can people reach Battalion 86? 

(Brad) Right now, e-mail is the easiest way, Battalion86@hotmail.com or check out the website 
at www.skinheads.net/Battalion86 

(Chris) If you’re standing next to us it’s easy...but if you live far away, you better have long 
arms 
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YOUR OPINIONS 

ON THIS PAGE I'M GOING TO LET SOMEBODY SPEAK THEIR MINO ON ANY SUBJECT. WRITE OR EMa,IL ME 
AN OPINION ANO I'LL PUT 11 SOMEWHERE IN 1HE NEXT ISSUE 
(PRIDE AND HONOR DOES NO! EOll.CONGEMN, ORCONOONE ANYTHING WRITTEN HERO 

MAKING PUNK A REAL FUCKING THREAT AGAIN 

by 

Joe Hiles 

Alright first off I m not going to try to tell you what punk is but it sure as hell isn t what it was intended to be 
anymore. Unfortunately the hardcore scene, there«s the same hierarchy, sexism, homophobia, and macho 
mentality, that there is in other social groups today. 

The original idea of punk (or so i m told) was just to make new, open minded, shocking, and simple music. 
Nowadays there is no shock value in punk like the New York Dolls, Sex Pistols, Crass, and Dead Kennedys 
once had. There is rarely any creativity. Every other band either sounds like Nofx or Ramones. People label 
everything new-school or old-school There isn t even open-minds. Everything is left wing politics or anti-poli¬ 
tics. The new-school punks have now rebelled against the stereotypical anarchist punk idea. Which is basi¬ 
cally rebelling against freedom and individuality. Punks separate themselves more by labeling people as 
straight edge punks , anarcho-punks , emo punks , and others. 

Wasn t punk more about caring and excepting rather than a stupid image? Who cares if you like ska or hard¬ 
core? Who cares whether or not you do drugs? Who cares if you believe in anarchy? it s time the kids just 
stop copying off ideas and start thinking on their own. Right now, there are less bands, less shows, and a 
really fucking large gap between between the old punks and the new kids. Anarcho-punks make fun of ska 
punks, trendy (pop) punks make fun of the punks that want improve society through anarchist belief. A lot of 
kids think punk means spiked hair and leather jackets. Bands such as Nofx and Vandals have songs making 
fun of political punks. Political punks think every thing absolutly has to left-wing. Most punk kids aren t 
involved with any scenes. 

But wait, here s my point; stop worrying about being punk and make music your own, dress your own way, 
and live your own life. Stop trying to copy the fashion that some guy in England made up 30 years ago and 
be yourself. At the next show please to save punk do something different and do something shocking! 
Anything! 

Just be different!!!!!!!!!! 

visit Joe s band, Urinators website at 

http://urinators.cjb.net 
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RYAN * GUITAR 
NOLAN « GUITAR 


GREb * BASS 


JERM * DRUMS 
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I FIRST FOUND THE KNOCKDOWNS BY SURFING AROUND THE WEB AND DROPPING MY NAME ON WEBSITE GUEST¬ 
BOOKS. Brian from the knockdowns and i started corresponding and I became impressed by his 

FOCUS AND MOTIVATION THAT HE PUTS INTO HIS BAND. THE KNOCKDOWNS HAIL FROM PORTLAND, OREGON, A 
REGION WHICH SEEMS TO BE THRIVING WITH STREET PUNK BANDS. THE CITY WAS RECENTLY NAMED THE BEST 

City to Live in by Fortune 500. I’ll have to check it out one of these days. The Knockdowns music 

CONSISTS OF AN OLD SCHOOL FEEL WITH SOME INTENSE LYRICS. No SOCCER CHANTS, NOR FIGHTING AND DRINK¬ 
ING SONGS HERE, JUST SOME AUTHENTIC, GRITTY, EMOTIONAL INTROSPECTIVES. 

Interview was done with Brian via email. 

I've noticed three major line up changes in the band's short history, why all the changes? 

Yeah, we have gone through quiet a bit of line up changes. The first line up 

WAS JUST TOTAL SHIT, ABSOLUTELY WORTHLESS. THEY COULDN’T KEEP THERE SHIT 
TOGETHER. COULDN’T MAKE IT TO PRACTICE. THE SECOND LINE UP WAS BETTER, 

EXCEPT FOR ONE OF THE GUITAR PLAYERS, HE WASN’T TO INTO IT. THERE WAS A BIT 
OF CONFLICT BETWEEN HIM & I. THIS LINE UP IS BY FAR THE BEST LINE UP. LOOKS 
LIKE IT’S GOING TO STAY THIS WAY. 

Do you think the band is where it should be as far as direction? 

I’m happy with where we are. With the tour coming up, the full length coming 

OUT SOON. I THINK ALL IS GOING WELL FOR US. 

Brian, where do you derive your musical direction from? 

I GUESS I GET A LOT OF INFLUENCE FROM BANDS LIKE THE SWINGING UTTERS, THE 

Bruisers. Bands like that that I’ve been listening to for a while. 


What about your lyrics? I find it interesting how the lyrics read more like 

PROSE THAN MUSIC, LOTS OF THE VERSES CONTAIN NO RHYMES. 

A LOT OF OUR MUSIC IS VISCERAL, STUFF THAT I REALLY BELIEVE IN. I FEEL A 
NEED TO EXPRESS MYSELF IN A NATURAL WAY, SO I DON,T REALLY WORRY ABOUT 
WHETHER OR NOT WE RHYME AS MUCH AS I CARE ABOUT WHETHER WHAT 
l,M REALLY TRYING TO SAY COMES ACROSS THE WAY I WANT IT TO IN A WAY THAT 
PEOPLE CAN UNDERSTAND. 

When I informed you that your hometown of Portland was recently named the BEST 
American city to live, you seemed a bit surprised. Do you think that this is a fair assessment 

OF YOUR CITY? 

I guess Portland is a good place to live, raise a family and what not. The 
job market is doing well here. And cost of living doesn’t kill ya. It’s a 

CLEAN CITY AND ALL. I WAS JUST A BIT SURPRISED TO SEE THAT IS WAS #1, 1 
GUESS THEY JUST DIDN,T MEASURE IT’S LIVABILITY WHEN IT CAME TO HOW MUCH 
DRAMA IT’S CITIZENS PRODUCE ON A DAILY BASIS. I’D REALLY LOVE TO SEE PEOPLE 

in the Portland scene not take themselves so seriously. 


HOW RECEPTIVE DO YOU FIND THE PORTLAND MUSIC SCENE TO PUNK/Ol/HC? 

Portland isn’t too good for HC or Oi, there aren.t to many of those style 

BANDS AROUND HERE. MOST OF IT’S THAT HEROIN ROCK STYLE GARBAGE SHIT. SOME 










PEOPLE LIKE THAT, I KNOW I DON,T. THERE ARE A FEW GOOD PUNK BANDS IN THE 
AREA THOUGH, ALL OUT, STATCH & THE RAPES ARE A FEW OF THE BETTER PUNK BANDS 
in Portland. Probably a lot more that I,ve never heard of, I don,t get to as 

MANY SHOWS AS l,D LIKE TO. 

Are your 2001 tour plans going to include the Northeast? 

We are going to do a whole US tour this time out. We are going to try to hit 
as many states in the US as we can. We are defiantly going to play the 
Northeast. We get a lot of kids asking us when we are going to play in 
Boston area. We are looking forward to playing there. 

Will the tour be a multi-band thing? Or are you guys going to try the 
solo route? 

As OF NOW IT,S JUST US. UNLESS SOMETHING POPS UP. WE WILL PLAY MAINLY WITH 
LOCAL BANDS IN THE TOWNS WE GO TO.. WE WANT TO HAVE A BAND CALLED THE 

Doozers from Oklahoma come out w/ us for a few of the dates. We,re still 

TALKING TO THEM ABOUT THAT. So HOPEFULLY WE CAN DO THAT. 

HOW ARE THINGS WORKING OUT WITH REALITY CLASH RECORDS? I SEE ETHAN(REALITY CLASH 
RECORDS)SEEMS TO HAVE HIS FINGER ON THE PULSE OF SOME OF THE BETTER STREET PUNK. 

We,re really happy to be on that label. Ethan seems to really want to help 
us out as much as we can. When I’m working w/ him I’m not afraid of getting 

DICKED AROUND EITHER. He HAS GOT SOME GREAT BANDS HE,S WORKING W/ AS WELL. 

WE,RE HOPING TO TOUR SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE WITH SOME OF THE OTHER REALITY 

Clash bands. It’s hard to see so many great bands out there not getting the 

SUPPORT THEY NEED FROM PEOPLE WHO’D LOVE THEN IF THEY HEARD THEM, SO IT’S 
GOOD TO SEE THEM AT LEAST GET SUPPORT FROM THE LABEL. 

Who do you feel are some of the bands that have achieved financial 

SUCCESS BUT STILL MANAGE TO REMEMBER THEIR ROOTS? 

I WOULD HAVE TO SAY THE DROPKICK MURPHYS ARE A FINE EXAMPLE OF THAT. A LOT 
OF PEOPLE SAY THAT THEY,RE SELL-OUTS BLAH BLAH BLAH, FACT REMAINS THERE 
STILL PUTTING OUT GREAT MUSIC. AND THEY WORKED HARD TO GET WHERE THEY ARE AT 
TODAY. I GET TIRED OF HEARING THAT TERM “SELL-OUT” FUCK THOSE PEOPLE. I 
BELIEVE THAT THE TERM SELL-OUT APPLIES ONLY TO THOSE BANDS WHO CHANGE THEIR 
SOUND TO PLEASE SOME ASSHOLE AND MAKE MORE MONEY. SO PLENTY OF GREAT BANDS 
HAVE MADE IT BIG AND STILL KEEP IT REAL. BUT MOST OF THE SHIT I’M LISTENING 
TO NOW IS SMALLER BANDS. THERE’S TOO MUCH GOOD SHIT OUT THERE TO ONLY THIN 
OF ONE OR TWO TO BRING UP. 
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Bib AL'S HIP HOP PAGE 

EMINEM vs. EVERLAST/ Yo what the fuck? The two main rea¬ 
sons hip hop is huge in white suburbia now want to tear each 
other’s throat out? This beef all started when the two meet at a 
party, hung out and were real chill to one another. Eminem took it 
as a diss. Then Everlast went on to rip Em on the Dilated Peoples 
“ Ear Drums Poppin’”. Eminem returned with the vicious B-side “I 
Remember” hoping Everlast dies soon because of his faulty heart. 
What the fuck fellas? You both make a nice living and should chill 
the fuck out. Settle it all and fight each other and get it over 
with.They are both extremely talented artists, but need to 
growup.Besides, isn’t a real hip hop beef supposed to involve 
shootings. This is a paty ass little squabble bred from envy , jeal¬ 
ousy, lack of common sense, and should be squashed once and 
for all.SHYNE/ Another waste of talent. Supposedly the next 
Biggie, Shyne is now facing felony gun charges for his part in the 
whole Puffy gun fiasco. When are these motherfuckers going to 
learn?Money, guns, fame and notoriety are gifts from above, not 
something to be taken for granted. JENNIFER LOPEZ/ My honey 
finally left punk ass Puffy. Yo Jen email this zine and I’ll give you 
my phone number. 

The situatiom in Columbia continues to get worse. Right wing paramilitary 
groups are terrorizing people, the government is gearing up and preparing for 
a major offensive and the communist rebels are expanding their base of oper¬ 
ations. Before Johnny gets his panties in a bunch about my political comments, 
just let it be known for all the liberals, and people who support the rebels here, 
the Columbian rebels are responsible for the majority of the cocaine which pol¬ 
lute American streets. The RAFC (Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Columbia) supposedly harvest, traffic, and transport 70% of 
the Columbian cocaine trade. So before certain people choose 
sides in the Columbian political battles, do we want the elect¬ 
ed democratic government in charge or the Communists who 
work with the drug cartels in bringing cocaine to the streets of 
America. I’m sure its only a matter of time before Hollywood 
celebrities are helping the RAFC. To my amigo Andrejo in 
Bogota, be strong and be careful...0 











Millions of Americans who are willing and able to work are unemployed. Republicans and Democrats argue over band- 
aids like extending unemployment benefits and creating make-work government jobs. Meanwhile, they ignore the major 
cause of unemployment: their own policies. When government officials inflate the supply of money, when they give special 
privileges to banks, and when they try to plan the economy, they cause cycles of boom and bust — cycles that misdirect 
investors, destroy healthy companies, and put workers out of work. 

Some politicians propose that the government should guarantee a job to every American. Other politicians believe a 
national industrial policy will put people to work. The Soviet Union tried these policies for decades. The result was nation¬ 
al bankruptcy and widespread poverty. Why should we make the same mistakes that the Soviets made? 

The only cure for unemployment is a real job. The only effective way to create real jobs is to have a strong economy. 

The DEMOCRATS and REPUBLICANS have DESTROYED jobs by: 

Poking money consumers and businesses would otherwise use to purchase goods and services, 

* taking money individuals and companies would otherwise use for investment; 

*subsidizing foreign governments , foreign businesses, and foreign citizen 

*financing their massive budget deficit with borrowed money that otherwise could be used for business 
expansion and job creation i, 

*smothering workers , business people, and investors with endless regulations and bloated bureaucracy; and 
*restricting commerce and trade . 

Each year, our government takes over $200 billion in taxes from American consumers and businesses to subsidize foreign 
governments, foreign companies, and foreign citizens. The U.S. provides foreign countries free defense, direct military 
aid, direct economic aid, guaranteed loans, and other subsidies too numerous to list. Our government is sending your 
hard earned dollars to many of our fiercest competitors. This puts businesses here at a competitive disadvantage. 

The U.S. corporate income tax discourages the flow of capital into America to open and expand businesses and create 
new jobs. Companies that pay lower taxes can produce goods and services at a lower cost and be more competitive in 
world markets. Companies that pay higher taxes have to pass those extra costs on to someone — usually their customers. 
This raises prices for American consumers and helps price American goods out of foreign markets. The result is lost jobs 
at home. 

To enable Americans to find jobs, we must do everything in our power to give workers, and the companies they work for, 
the ability to compete in world markets. The Libertarian Party supports five major initiatives to ACHIEVE this goal: 

*Phase out all direct and indirect subsidies to foreign nations, foreign companies, and foreign citizens . 
*Eliminate the double taxation of corporate profits . 

*Eliminate regulations and mandates that make companies less competitive and cost jobs. 

*Unilaterally end all domestic subsidy programs, trade barriers and tariffs. 

*End government economic meddling that results in depressions and recessions that destroy jobs. 
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SUPREME COURT 

It s amazing how many people can name the six kids on the Brady Brunch 
but couldn t name a single Supreme Court Justice. These nine people 
decide some major shit for us. Don t you think its about time you a gave a 
fuck? 

William H. Rehnquist 

Age: 76 

Appointed by: Richard Nixon, 1971 
Appointed: Chief Justice by Ronald Reagan, 1986 

Advocates limiting federal powers and giving more authority to the states. Strongly 
backs capital punishment; opposes preferences for minorities under civil rights laws, 
favors limits on abortion. Was one of two dissenters in the 1973 Roe v. Wade case. 

John Paul Stevens 

Age; 80 

Appointed by: Gerald Ford, 1975 

One of the most liberal members of the court. Favors abortion rights and affirmative 
action, generally supports defendants in criminal-law issues. Wrote the majority opin¬ 
ion in 1995 when the high court struck down term limits that states had placed on 
candidates for Congress. Supports many federal powers. 





Sandra Day O’Connor 

Age: 70 

Appointed by: Ronald Reagan, 1981 

The first female justice, generally takes conservative stances on issues like criminal 
law, limiting jury awards, and church-state separation. Voted to reaffirm Roe v. Wade. 
Has been pivotal in voting-rights cases, casting tie-breaking votes to invalidate voting 
districts drawn along racial lines. 



Antonin Scalia 

Age: 64 

Appointed by: Ronald Reagan, 1986 

The most outspoiken conservative justice, Insists that the court should try to discern 
the original intent of the Constitution’s framers, takes a strict view of interpreting 
statutes and regulations according to their precise wording, rather than relying on 
their “legislative history.” 








Anthony Kennedy 

Age: 64 

Appointed by: Ronald Reagan,1988 

A “swing”justice, along with O’Connor. Initially voted to overturn Roe v. Wade but 
later joined an opinion to keep it on the books. Adopts the conservative view in many 
civil rights disputes. Supports states’ rights but voted with a bare majority to overturn 
state laws against flag burning 


David Souter 

Age: 61 

Appointed by George Bush, I 990 

Has disappointed conservatives by consistently backing federal powers. Frequently 
joins the court’s liberal bloc in disputes over abortion, church-state separation, and 
civil rights. In 1998, wrote for the court in a case that made it easier for women to win 
damages under federal law for sexual harassment. 


| Clarence Thomas 

[Age: 52 

[ Appointed by George Bush, 1991 

[Was narrowly confirmed after undergoing what he called a “hightech lynching” in the 
[Senate over Anita Hill’s charges that he had sexually harassed her. Votes often with 
[Scalia but has gone beyond him in unsuccessfully urging the court to overturn prece- 
fdent on issues like limiting political contributions. 


1 Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

|Age: 67 

I Appointed by Bill Clinton, 1993. 

1A lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union in the 1970s and architect of a legal 
I doctrine recognizing women’s legal rights. Remains active in the issue on the bench 
but is not an automatic liberal vote. Joined conservative dissenters in urging that 
states have broad powers in limiting jury damage awards. 


Stephen Breyer 

Age: 62 

Appointed by Bil Clinton, 1994 

Stakes out centrist positions on many issues. Took a leading role in drafting tough 
sentencing guidelines. Has special interest in regulatory reform and the need for 
judges to gain more scientific expertise. Tends to side with the court’s liberal wing on 
questions of state vs. federal power. 








Here’s a great cause. ASH (American Second Harvest) is an anti-poverty hunger relief 
organization that operates strictly to help hungry AMERICANS. While all the celebrities 
and media flock to worldly causes. The great folks at ASH are taking care of our own. 

http://www.secondharvest.org/aboutash/ash_fact_sheet.html 

America’s Second Harvest is the largest domestic hunger-relief organization in the United 
States. The America’s Second Harvest mission is to feed hungry people by soliciting and distributing 
food and grocery products through a nationwide network of certified affiliate food banks and food-rescue 
programs and to educate the public about the nature of solutions to the problem of hunger in America. 

In 1999, the Chronicle of Philanthropy calculated an efficiency rating for America’s Second 
Harvest of 99.3% - the highest among the nation’s charities. 99.3% of all product and money donations 
received by America’s Second Harvest go directly towards feeding hungry people. 

Despite an economy that is thriving, a stock market that continues to reach historic heights and 
reports of welfare reform success stories, 26 million Americans sought emergency food assistance from 
America’s Second Harvest in 1997. The USDA recently reported that during the period 1996-1998, some 
10 million U.S. households did not have access to enough food to meet their basic needs. 

For many Americans, wages have simply not risen enough in the last years to cover the 
increased cost of living, and food has become an unaffordable luxury. Of those people seeking emer¬ 
gency food relief, 35% - more than 1 in 3 - had to choose between paying their rent and buying food. 
Although the prevalence of hunger varies regionally, America’s Second Harvest has found through its 
national Hunger Study that a great number of the people we serve are seniors and a greater number still 
are under the age of 18. These findings reflect the diversity of who is hungry in America today. 

As a part of the America’s Second Harvest hunger relief efforts, our Public Policy & Research 
Department actively advocates at all levels of government and works in coalition with other anti-hunger 
organizations. We also conduct research to better understand the problem of domestic hunger, explore 
possible solutions, and inform the current debate surrounding hunger on the era of welfare reform. The 
Public Policy & Research Department is committed to being knowledgeable and informed on all issues 
related to domestic hunger, to sharing this knowledge, and to using it to help end hunger in America. 

A Profile of the Working Poor Served by America’s Second Harvest Food Banks: 

In the last decade, hunger-relief agencies have found that the greatest increase in hungry 
Americans has been among the working poor. Despite the strong economy and their own hard work, 
they cannot always make ends meet. And increasingly, they are turning to charities for hunger relief. 
Taken from recent studies, the following is a statistical snapshot of the working poor Americans seeking 
emergency food assistance from the local soup kitchens, food pantries, and emergency shelters served 






by America’s Second Harvest food banks. 

14,812,000 people in the United States are members of working poor families. 

39% of emergency food recipient households (those served in soup kitchens, food pantries, and 
emergency shelters) have at least one adult working 

Of emergency food recipient households with at least one person working, 49% are those 
employed and working full-time (40 hours or more per week). 

According to the U.S. Conference of Mayors, 37% of people requesting emergency food assists 
tance in American cities are employed. 

Of the 21 million needy people seeking emergency food assistance in the U.S., more than 8 
million are children. 

70% of poor families with children in the U.S. include a person who works. 

8,659,000 children in the U.S. live in working poor families. 

Over the past two decades, the poverty rate among working families has increased by nearly 

50%. 

In American cities, 61% of people requesting emergency food assistance were members of fam 
ilies with children. 

According to recent Census estimates, two-thirds of parents with low earnings work in retail or 
service trades. 

Nearly half of all employed emergency food recipients work in unskilled occupations. 

One fifth of employed emergency food recipients work in skilled occupations (clerical/secretari 
al, skilled craftspeople, skilled workers, and the self-employed). 

Between 1973 and 1988, families headed by high school dropouts increased their annual work 
effort (hours worked) by nearly 12% and ended up with 8% less annual income. 

40% of emergency food recipients have less than a high school diploma or the equivalent, 
including 16% who completed grade school or less. 

According to the Census Bureau, average yearly earnings for high school graduates in the U.S. 
was $22,154 in 1996. 

60% of emergency food recipients have a high school diploma, compared to 80% of the general 
U.S. population. 

43 million Americans have no health insurance, even in an emergency. 

Nearly half of all parents in working poor families lack health insurance. 

81% of emergency food recipient households have no private medical insurance. 

29% of emergency food recipient households delayed getting medical treatment or filling a pre 
scription in order to buy food within the past 12 months. 


Resources 

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, “ Poverty Despite Work Handbook ,” 2nd Edition (1999). Center on Budget’s tabulations of 
U.S. Census Bureau’s March Current Population Survey data from 1996-1998. 

America’s Second Harvest, “ Hunger 1997: The Faces and Facts,” America’s Second Harvest National Research Study (1998). The 
study interviewed 28,000 low-income emergency food recipients at pantries, kitchens, and shelters January through March 1997. 

United States Conference of Mayors, “A Status Report on Hunger and Homelessness in American Cities 1998: A 30 City Study,” (1998). 
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I wish I could take credit for writing this , but I cant 
suffering Red Sox fans cope with the cold winter 

Heard somebody grumble the other day that last year’s 
New York Yankees are hard to hate. That statement is 
just so ignorant. Always remember this no Yankees 
team is hard to hate. Even these small-ball, Ken-doll 
Bronx Bunters. That’s why I’m coming out with my 
three-volume series 4,008 Best Reasons to Hate the 
New York Yankees, among them... 

1. They fired Red Barber 

2. They hired Steve Howe. A seven-time drug offender. 
364. Rooting for the Yankees takes all the courage, 
imagination, conviction and baseball intelligence of 
Spam. Its like rooting for Brad Pitt to get the girl or for 
Bill Gates to hit Scratch ‘n’ Win. (This is why I’m pro¬ 
posing legislation that would allow only those born in 
one of the five NewYork boroughs to be Yankees fans. 

All others who root for the team will be considered 
overdog loving, Eveready-chucking, bandwagon-hop¬ 
ping, fair weather, browonose, pucker-lipped human 
goiters and be required to turn in their pinstriped under¬ 
wear or be tossed into the East River with only Chuck 
Knoblauch to throw them a life preserver.) 

1,011. The Yankees are the only team that doesn’t sew 
its players’ names onto any of its unis. Like kids are 
supposed to memorize the roster after their bedtime 
prayers. Let’s see, 3 is Ruth, 4 is Gehrig . . . and 55 is 
Ramiro Mendoza. 

1,312. Everybody is so charmed by Yankee Stadium 
public address announcer Bob Sheppard, with his 
teeth-clenched, perfect diction English. He sounds 
British. Is he British? No, he’s from Long Island! Why, 
then, does he speak like Thurston Howell III? Bunch of 
Yankees fans drunk on lighter fluid in the stands, 
screaming, “I paid a buck to see ya mutha naked, 
Rocker!” and the club has some guy on the P.A. mak¬ 
ing like Alistair Cooke. Fuhgeddaboutit! 

1,500 through 1,850. Convicted felon and Lucky Sperm 
Club member George Steinbrenner III, the despotic 
Yankees owner, fills half of one volume by himself. For 
example, Georgie Porgie,as Boston Red Sox manager 
Jimy Williams calls him, just elevated his vice president 
of player development and scouting, Mark Newman, 
over his general manager, two-time American League 
pennant winner Brian Cashman, because Cashman 
lost two arbitration cases last winter. And forgot to 
salute. 


One of the best articles ever written to help us long 

1.855. After every nauseating, soul-sucking Yankees 
victory,radio play-by-play man John Sterling bellows, 
“Yankees win! thea-a-a-a-a-a Yankees win!” like a goat 
stuck on an electric fence.Hey, John, give it a-a-a-a-a- 
a-a rest. 

1.856. After every nauseating, soul-sucking victory at 
Yankee Stadium, tens of thousands of tin-eared fans 
hang around and evensing the Frank Sinatra standard 
New York, New York over and over, until you pray the 
ghost of Sinatra himself will appear on The the 
DiamondVision screaming, “Stop!” 

2,651. The Yankees’ payroll this year was the largest in 
baseball, by the GNP of Guam. If YANKEES WIN 
WORLD SERIES is worth a headline, so is BULLDOZ¬ 
ER DEFEATS TULIP. 

2,651. According to The Barnhart Dictionary of 
Etymology, the word yankee was originally a “term of 
contempt.” Isn’t that great? The Yankees named them¬ 
selves after an insult! It’s like calling a team the Atlanta 
Rednecks or the Los Angeles Cokeheads. Iron that on 
your wife-beater. 

3.199. In the spring after their 1996 championship 
the Yankees charged fans to have their pictares taken 
the with the World Series trophy. 

3.200. After they lost the 1976 World Series, the 
Yankees voted their batboys $100 shares. Their oppo¬ 
nents that year, tbe Cincinnati Reds, gave theirs 
$6,591 each. 

3,911. For decades Yankocentric Eastern seaboard 
media have overhyped Yankees players to exhaustion, 
so much so that six of baseball’s 30 All-Century team- 
members were Yankees, including righthander Roger 
Clemens,who currently is New York’s fourth starter and 
can’t get a Bic lighter out. Do you realize the Yankees 
have retired the jerseys of a .273 lifetime hitter (Phil 
Rizzuto) and a .257 lifetime hitter (Billy Martin)? 

What, no Bucky Dent (.247)? 

3,989. Lovable Yankees coach Don Zimmer, who has 
had morehard objects bounce off his skull than Gilligan, 
was on the benchfor the perfect games by Don Larsen 
(1956) and David Cone (‘99) and never got off in 
between. 








THE VANILLA MUFFINS 

THE POWER OF SUGAR 01! CD 



16 TRACKS OF SWISS OI! SIMILAR TO TOY DOLLS/COCKNEY REJECTS 
MIX WITH AN INTRO FROM FRANKIE FLAME. 
ll.S. TOUR COMING IN 2001. LOOK FOR DATES SOON. 


CD- S1IPPD/US S13PPD/ROW US FUNDS ONLY. 

AVAILABLE FROM REALITY CLASH RECORDS 
PO BOX 491, DANA POINT, CA 92629-0491 USA 
WWW.REALITYCLASH.COM 



ALSO AVAILABLE: BATTALION 86 AND THE SPRIRT SURVIVES CD 
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